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10(a)(1) and (3) of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (b U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to
any portion of a Commission meeting if the
President determines that such portion or
portions of that meeting is likely to disclose
matters that could endanger national secu-
rity. If the President makes such determina-
tion, the requirements relating to a deter-
mination under section 10(d) of that Act
shall apply.

(c) CONTRACTING.—The Commission may,
to such extent and in such amounts as are
provided in appropriation Acts, enter into
contracts to enable the Commission to dis-
charge its duties under this title.

(d) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGEN-
CIES.—The Commission is authorized to se-
cure directly from any executive depart-
ment, bureau, agency, board, commission, of-
fice, independent establishment, or instru-
mentality of the Government information,
suggestions, estimates, and statistics for the
purposes of this title. Each department, bu-
reau, agency, board, commission, office,
independent establishment, or instrumen-
tality shall, to the extent authorized by law,
furnish such information, suggestions, esti-
mates, and statistics directly to the Com-
mission, upon request made by the Chair-
person, the chairperson of any subcommittee
created by a majority of the Commission, or
any member designated by a majority of the
Commission.

(e) ASSISTANCE FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION.—
The Administrator of General Services shall
provide to the Commission on a reimburs-
able basis administrative support and other
services for the performance of the Commis-
sion’s functions.

(2) OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.—In
addition to the assistance prescribed in para-
graph (1), departments and agencies of the
United States are authorized to provide to
the Commission such services, funds, facili-
ties, staff, and other support services as they
may determine advisable and as may be au-
thorized by law.

(f) GIrTs.—The Commission may accept,
use, and dispose of gifts or donations of serv-
ices or property.

(g) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission
may use the United States mails in the same
manner and under the same conditions as de-
partments and agencies of the United States.
SEC. 3007. STAFF OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION.—The
chairperson and vice chairperson, in accord-
ance with rules agreed upon by the Commis-
sion, may appoint and fix the compensation
of a staff director and such other personnel
as may be necessary to enable the Commis-
sion to carry out its functions, without re-
gard to the provisions of title 5, United
States Code, governing appointments in the
competitive service, and without regard to
the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter
III of chapter 53 of such title relating to clas-
sification and General Schedule pay rates,
except that no rate of pay fixed under this
subsection may exceed the equivalent of that
payable for a position at level V of the Exec-
utive Schedule under section 5316 of title 5,
United States Code.

(2) PERSONNEL AS FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The executive director
and any personnel of the Commission who
are employees shall be employees under sec-
tion 2105 of title 5, United States Code, for
purposes of chapters 63, 81, 83, 84, 85, 87, 89,
and 90 of that title.

(B) MEMBERS OF COMMISSION.—Subpara-
graph (A) shall not be construed to apply to
members of the Commission.

(b) DETAILEES.—Any Federal Government
employee may be detailed to the Commission
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without reimbursement from the Commis-
sion, and such detailee shall retain the
rights, status, and privileges of his or her
regular employment without interruption.

(c) CONSULTANT SERVICES.—The Commis-
sion is authorized to procure the services of
experts and consultants in accordance with
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
but at rates not to exceed the daily rate paid
a person occupying a position at level IV of
the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of
title 5, United States Code.

SEC. 3008. COMPENSATION AND TRAVEL EX-
PENSES.

(a) COMPENSATION.—Each member of the
Commission may be compensated at not to
exceed the daily equivalent of the annual
rate of basic pay in effect for a position at
level IV of the Executive Schedule under sec-
tion 5315 of title 5, United States Code, for
each day during which that member is en-
gaged in the actual performance of the du-
ties of the Commission.

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—While away from
their homes or regular places of business in
the performance of services for the Commis-
sion, members of the Commission shall be al-
lowed travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, in the same manner as
persons employed intermittently in the Gov-
ernment service are allowed expenses under
section 5703(b) of title 5, United States Code.
SEC. 3009. SECURITY CLEARANCES FOR COMMIS-

SION MEMBERS AND STAFF.

The appropriate executive departments
and agencies shall cooperate with the Com-
mission in expeditiously providing to the
Commission members and staff appropriate
security clearances in a manner consistent
with existing procedures and requirements,
except that no person shall be provided with
access to classified information under this
section who would not otherwise qualify for
such security clearance.

SEC. 3010. REPORT OF THE COMMISSION; TERMI-
NATION.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 9 months after
the date of the first meeting of the Commis-
sion, the Commission shall submit to the
President and Congress a report containing
such findings, conclusions, and recommenda-
tions for corrective measures as have been
agreed to by a majority of Commission mem-
bers.

(b) TERMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission, and all
the authorities of this title, shall terminate
60 days after the date on which the report is
submitted under subsection (a).

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES BEFORE TER-
MINATION.—The Commission may use the 60-
day period referred to in paragraph (1) for
the purpose of concluding its activities, in-
cluding providing testimony to committees
of Congress concerning its reports and dis-
seminating the second report.

SEC. 3011. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Commission to carry out this title

$5,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.
————
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, October 16, 2003,
at 9:30 a.m., in closed session, to re-
ceive a classified briefing on the intel-
ligence portion of the fiscal year 04
emergency supplemental appropria-
tions request.

October 16, 2003

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on Oc-
tober 16, 2003, at 10:00 a.m., to conduct
a hearing on ‘‘proposals for improving
the regulation of the housing GSEs.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, October 16, 2003 at
2:00 p.m., to hold a hearing on Afghani-
stan: In Pursuit of Security & Democ-
racy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, October 16, 2003 at
2:30 p.m. to hold a Subcommittee hear-
ing on US-EU Cooperation on Regu-
latory Affairs.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet for
a hearing on Promoting Access to
Postsecondary Education: Issues for
the Reauthorization of the Higher Edu-
cation Act during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, October 16, 2003 at
10:00 a.m. in SD-430.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet on Thursday, October 16, 2003
at 10:00 a.m. in Room 485 of the Russell
Senate Office Building to conduct an
oversight hearing on the Missouri
River Master manual.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a markup on Thurs-
day, October 16, 2003, at 10 a.m. in Dirk-
sen Room 226.

I. Nominations

Henry W. Saad to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit;
George W. Miller to be Judge for the
United States Court of the Federal
Claims; Deborah Ann Spagnoli to be
United States Parole Commissioner;
Dora L. Irizarry to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of New York.



October 16, 2003

II. Bills

S. 1545, Development, Relief, and
Education for Alien Minors Act of 2003
(the DREAM Act) [Hatch, Durbin,
Craig, DeWine, Feingold, Feinstein,
Grassley, Kennedy, Leahy, Schumer]

S. 1691, the Wartime Treatment
Study Act [Feingold, Grassley, Ken-
nedy]

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT
AND THE COURTS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Administrative Over-
sight and the Courts be authorized to
meet to conduct a hearing on ‘“‘Com-
mon Sense Consumption: Super-Sizing
Versus Personal Responsibility’” on
Thursday, October 16, 2003, at 2 p.m. in
Room 226 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

Panel I: Senator Mitch McConnell,
Kentucky.

Panel II: Victor Schwartz, Partner,
Law Firm of Shook, Hardy, & Bacon,
L.L.P., Washington, D.C.; Russell L.
Sutter, Principal, Tillinghast-Towers
Perrin, St. Louis, MO.

Panel III: Wayne Reaves, President,
Manna Enterprises, Inc., Anniston, AL;
Dr. Gerard Musante, Founder, Struc-
ture House, Durham, NC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Shay Wester,
a staff person in my office who does not
currently have floor privileges, be ad-
mitted to the floor during the time of
my brief remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that privilege of
the floor be granted to Michael Gayle
during consideration of this legisla-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL CHARACTER COUNTS
WEEK

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 245 which was sub-
mitted yesterday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 245) designating
the week beginning October 19, 2003, as
National Character Counts Week.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
today with my friend Senator DODD to
introduce a resolution regarding ‘‘Na-
tional Character Counts Week.”” Our
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resolution says the week of October 19
of this year will be known across the
country as ‘‘National Character Counts
Week.”

Nearly a century ago President Theo-
dore Roosevelt said the following about
character:

Character, in the long run, is the decisive
factor in the life of an individual and of na-
tions alike.

I would submit that character truly
does transcend time as well as reli-
gious, cultural, political, and socio-
economic barriers. I believe our coun-
try is having a renewed focus on char-
acter and this sends a wonderful mes-
sage to Americans, and will help those
of us involved in character education
reinvigorate our efforts to get commu-
nities and schools involved.

I say that because a number of years
ago we started this approach to char-
acter education called ‘‘Character
Counts.” Senators Nunn, DoDD, and I
first introduced the resolution that has
now passed the Senate on innumerable
occasions. The resolution simply de-
clares that for all of America, one week
during the year will be known as ‘‘Na-
tional Character Counts Week.”’

Frankly, we hear a lot about how we
should help our young people growing
up in this often difficult society. How-
ever, I believe the key is finding those
ideas and programs that work. We all
understand that there are certain peo-
ple who have the primary responsi-
bility to care for our children like
mothers, fathers, siblings, and grand-
parents. We are not in any way talking
about negating that responsibility of
raising a child with good values. How-
ever, we have found the teachers in our
schools have been yearning for some-
thing they could teach our children
that for some reason had been elimi-
nated from both the public and private
school agenda curriculum. It is some-
times referred to as character edu-
cation.

I choose to speak about the ‘‘Char-
acter Counts’” program that is being
used in many public schools in our
country, and certainly in my State of
New Mexico where teachers embrace
six pillars of character. The values
comprising the six pillars are everyday
concepts that Americans across this
land wish their children would have
and hope America will keep. They are
simply: trustworthiness, respect, re-
sponsibility, fairness, caring, and citi-
zenship. They transcend political and
social barriers and are central to the
ideals on which this Nation was built.

As a matter of fact, I think they are
central and basic to any nation that
survives for any long period of history.
As Plato once said:

A country without character is a country
that’s doomed and the only way a country
can have character is if the individual citi-
zens in the country have character.

I could speak for hours about the
200,000 New Mexico schoolchildren in
public, private and parochial schools
learning about good character. About
90 percent of the grade school children,
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and a significant portion of the others,
are now participating in character edu-
cation programs that simply and pro-
foundly bring them into contact with
each of these pillars one month at a
time.

So if you walk the halls of a grade
school in Albuquerque, you might see a
sign outside that says, ‘“This Is Re-
sponsibility Month.”” And all the young
people will be discussing the concept of
responsibility in their classrooms, and
they will put up posters saying, ‘‘Re-
sponsibility Counts.” At the end of
that month they may have an assem-
bly where responsibility will be dis-
cussed by all the kids, and awards will
be given to those demonstrating the
most responsibility. The next month it
might be ‘“‘respect.” The month after
that it might be ‘“‘caring.”

I could go on for quite some time
talking about Character Counts in New
Mexico. The bottom line is that I be-
lieve it is working in New Mexico and
other parts of the country. Con-
sequently, I think we need to salute
the efforts already underway and en-
courage even more character education
across our country.

So today, Senator DoDD and I are
here to introduce a resolution to ac-
complish just that and hopefully our
renewed effort will bring together even
more communities to ensure that char-
acter education is a part of every
child’s life.

I hope that my colleagues will sup-
port this effort.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, today I
join my friend and colleague from New
Mexico, Senator DOMENICI, in intro-
ducing a resolution declaring next
week ‘“‘National Character Counts
Week.” Senator DOMENICI and I have
worked together for many years on the
issue of character education and hope
that by designating a special week to
this cause, students and teachers will
come together to participate in char-
acter building activities in their
schools. In 1994, Senator DOMENICI and
I established the Partnerships in Char-
acter Education Pilot Project and have
worked regularly since then to com-
memorate National Character Counts
Week. I am pleased that we are con-
tinuing our efforts today to help ex-
pand States’ and schools’ abilities to
make character education a central
part of every child’s education.

Our schools may be built with the
bricks of English, math and science,
but character education certainly is
the mortar. Character education means
teaching students about such qualities
as caring, citizenship, fairness, respect,
responsibility, trustworthiness, and
other qualifies that their community
values.

Character education provides stu-
dents a context within which to learn.
If we view education simply as the im-
parting of knowledge to our children,
then we will not only miss an oppor-
tunity, but will jeopardize our future.
Character education isn’t a separate
subject, but part of a seamless garment
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